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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election with traverse of Group I, Species II (claims 1-9 and 1 1-21) in the 
reply filed on 12/5/05 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that there is no serious 
search burden. This is not found persuasive because the restriction properly set forth that the 
inventions were distinct as evidenced by their different classifications. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-9 and 1 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gallagher 
(U.S. Patent 3,320,1 10). 

Gallagher discloses a method of making a cigarette filter comprising providing an 
aggregation, i.e. mass of, cellulose acetate fibers, providing a cellulose acetate paper, exposing 
(e.g. by spraying, brushing, etc.) a side of the paper to a plasticizing solvent (e.g. triacetin, 
dimethoxy ethyl phthalate, etc.), and exposing and contacting the aggregation of fibers to the 
plasticizing solvent and paper to solvent bond, i.e. cure, the aggregation of cellulose fibers to the 
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paper (Figures 1 and 2 and Column 1, lines 1 1-20 and Column 3, lines 35-75 and Column 4, 
lines 1-13 and Column 6, iines 20-40). 

4. Claims 1-9 and 1 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ruback (GB 
848,429). 

Ruback discloses a method of making a cigarette filter comprising providing an 
aggregation, i.e. mass of, cellulose acetate fibers, exposing the aggregation of fibers to a 
plasticizing solvent (e.g. triacetin, dimethoxy ethyl phthalate, etc.), providing a paper, exposing a 
side of the paper to a plasticizing solvent, wrapping the aggregation of fibers with the paper to 
form a filter, and solvent bonding, i.e. curing, the filter by allowing the filter to stand at room 
temperature to adhere the aggregation of cellulose fibers to the paper (Page 1, lines 37-43 and 
Page 2, lines 48-78 and the Example). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
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invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 

and potential 35 U.S.C, 102(e), (0 or (g) prior ait under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 1-9 and 1 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Cobb (U.S. Patent 3,025,861) in view of Gallagher and optionally Cobb et al. (U.S. Patent 

3,106,501). 

Cobb discloses a method of making a cigarette filter comprising providing an 
aggregation, i.e. mass of, cellulose acetate fibers, exposing the aggregation of fibers to a 
plasticizing solvent (e.g. triacetin, dimethoxy ethyl phthalate, etc.), providing an acetate paper, 
exposing a side of the paper to a plasticizing solvent (e.g. triacetin, dimethoxy ethyl phthalate, 
etc.), and wrapping the aggregation of fibers with the paper to solvent bond, i.e. cure, the 
aggregation of cellulose fibers to the paper (Figures 1 and 2 and Column 1, lines 10-16 and 
Column 2, lines 8-10 and 43-67 and Column 3, lines 65-75 and Column 4, lines 67-75 and 
Column 5, lines 1-7 and 36-39). Cobb is silent as to the acetate paper comprising cellulose 
acetate. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the ait at the time the invention 
was made to use as the acetate paper in Cobb those well known and conventional in the art such 
those formed from cellulose acetate as shown for example by Gallagher as only the expected 
results would be achieved. Cobb is silent as to an application technique for the plasticizing 
solvent to the aggregation of fibers and/or paper. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the ait at the time the invention was made to apply the plasticizing solvent as taught by 
Cobb using any well known and conventional technique such as by spraying the aggregation of 
fibers either before or after condensing as optionally shown for example by Cobb et al. or 
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spraying and/or brushing onto the paper as shown for example by Gallagher as only the expected 
results would be achieved. 

Gallagher is described above in full detail. Cobb et al. disclose a method of making a 
cigarette filter comprising providing an aggregation, i.e. mass of, cellulose acetate fibers, 
exposing (e.g. by spraying) the aggregation of fibers either before or after condensing to a 
plasticizing solvent (e.g. triacetin, dimethoxy ethyl phthalate, etc.) to solvent bond, i.e. cure, the 
aggregation of fibers, providing a paper, and wrapping the aggregation of fibers with the paper 
(Figures 2, 5, and 6 and Column 4, lines 29-57 and Column 5, lines 10-23). 



Application/Control Number: 10/646,483 
Art Unit: 1733 



Page 6 



Conclusion 



8. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to John L. Goff whose telephone number is (571) 272-1216. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7: 15 AM - 3:45 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on (571) 272-1226. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



John L. Goff 





GROUP 1300 



Please type a plus (+) sign ii 




Substitute for form 144| 

INFORMATIO 
STATEMENT B 



Attorney Docket Number 


71602 ^\ 


First Named Inventor 


Vogler et al. 


COMPLETE IF KNOWN 


.Application Number 


-10/646,483 


Filing Date 


August 22, 2003 


Group Art Unit 


1733 


Examiner Name 


John L. Goff J 



Sheet 



TV 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS I 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S.Patent Document 
m Kind Code' 
Number (ifknown) 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of Cited 
Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 






5.158,825 




Altwirth 


10-27-1992 | 



























FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 
Office' Number' ™£ 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 




Or 




UK 


2 027 326 


A 


Imperial Group Limited 


02-20-1980 





































OTHER - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS \ 


Examiner 
Initials" 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author(in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. _ 


T* 






STRATTA, R.; "Adhesion of a film of cellulose acetate to airplane fabric"; 








Industria chihfllca (11)34), 9, 319-22-(Afi§tfact) 





























Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 'Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. *Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 'Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



Please type a plus (♦) sign in this box > j ^ j 



Substitute for form 1449 



.FORMATION DISCLOSURE 
tTERDENT BY APPLICANT 
<*>l 

is 



Attorney Docket Number 



First Nam d Inventor 



71602 



Vogler et al. 



COMPLETE IF KNOWN 



Application-Number 



Filing Date 



Group Art Unit 



10/546,483 



August 22, 2003 



1733 



*t®5heet 



of 



Examiner Name 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials - 


Cite 
No.' 


U.S. Patent Document 

N.imhor Kind Code ' 

Number {ifknown) 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of Cited 
Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 






J,ozU,l 1U 




Gallagher 


05/16/1967 








3,426,764 




Pearman 


02/11/1969 








5,631,078 




Ellery et al 


05/20/1997 








5,723,600 




Johnson 


03/03/1998 | 








5,766,752 




Cox et al 


06/16/1998 








5,922,451 




Cox et al 


07/13/1999 \ 








5,928,777 




Cox et al 


07/27/1999 








6,010,595 




Mitchell et al 


01/04/2000 








6,584,979 


B2 


Xue et al 


07/01/2003 






6,595,218 


B1 


Koller et al 


07/22/2003 



















































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 
Office' Number- 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 








FR 


1,447,531 




Eastman Kodak Company 


06/20/1966 


V 






WO 


02/098246 


A1 


Japan Tobacco Inc. 


05/15/2002 








JP 


61-123687 


A 


Daicel Chemical Industries, Ltd. 


06/11/1986 





































Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 





and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Unique citation designation number. 'See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. a Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-tetter code 
(WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 18 if possible. "Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



Please type a plus (♦) sign in this box — ^ 



Substitute for form 1449 

INFORMATION 
STATEMEN 



PSURE 
ANT 




Attorney Oocket Number 



First Named Inventor 



71602 



Vogler et al. 



COMPLETE IF KNOWN 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



Group Art Unit 



10/646,483 



August 22, 2003 



1733 



Sheet 



Examiner Name 



OTHER PRIOR ART - WON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author(in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.). date, pages(s), volume-issue numbers), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T 3 


Cpr 




222/Research Disclosure* Panpr Cnntaininn Cplluln<;p Arptatp Fih^rc 
February 1999 













































































Examiner 
Signature 



r 



Date 

Considered 



/Is/* 0 / o 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not In conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. *Enter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST. 3). For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. "Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation Is attached. 



Please type a plus (♦) sign in this box — > 



□ 




Substitute for form 1449 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
TATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



heet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



First Named Inventor 



71602US01 



Vogler et al. 



COMPLETE (F KNOWN 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/646.483 



August 22, 2003 



1733 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No/ 


U.S.Patent Document 

Mi imhor Kind Code' 
Number (if known) 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of Cited 
Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 







































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 
Office* Number* ™£* 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 








GB 


1,110,785 






04-24-1968 








GB 


648,429 






09-14-1960 





















OTHER - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Include name of the author(in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, pages(s), volume-issue numbers), 
publisher, city and/or oountry where published. 


T* 


Of, 




Notification of Transmittal of the International Search Report and the 
Written Opinion of the International Searching Authority, or the Declaration 
dated 05/07/2005 





















Examiner 
Signature 


OA Pn 


Date 

Considered 





'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Oraw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



'Unique citation designation number. 'See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 'Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter oode 
(WIPO Standard ST.3). 'For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document *Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 'Applicant Is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



Please type a plus (+) sign in this box — > 



s 



Substitute for form 1449 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Attorney Docket Number 



First Named Inventor 



71602 



Vogler et al. 



COMPLETE IF KNOWN 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



Group Art Unit 



Sheet 



of 



Examiner Name 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials" 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S.Patent Document 
Wlimhor Kind Code* 
Number (ifknown) ! 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of Cited 
Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 






4,121,960 




Focht 


10/24/1978 







































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 
Of.ce' Number' 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


t 6 






















































OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
NO. 1 


Include name of the author{in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.). date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T* 



















Examiner 
Signature 




7F 



Date 

Considered 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation Is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 'Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WtPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document 'Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 If possible. "Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



Notice of References Cited 


Application/Control No. 
10/646,483 


Applicant(s)/Patent Under 
Reexamination 
VOGLER ET AL 


Examiner 
John L. Goff 


Art Unit 
1733 


Page 1 of 1 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 







Document Number 
Country Code-Number-Kind Code 


Date 
MM-YYYY 


Name 


Classification 


•k 


A 


US-3,025,861 


03-1962 


COBB JR PHARA LEE 


131/343 




B 


US-3, 106,501 


10-1963 


COBB JR PHARA L; et. al. 


156/180 




C 


US- 










D 


US- 










E 


US- 










F 


US- 










G 


US- 










H 


US- 










I 


US- 










J 


US- 










K 


US- 










L 


US- 










M 


US- 








FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


* 




Document Number 
Country Code-Number-Kind Code 


Date 
MM-YYYY 


Country 


Name 


Classification 




N 














O 














P 














Q 














R 














S 














T 












NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS 


* 




Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages) 




U 






V 






w 






X 





*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).) 
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign. 



U.S. Palent and Trademark Office 
PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001) 



Notice of References Cited 



Part of Paper No. 12202005 



